Racine Kenosha Community Actidgency (RKCAA)
Kenosha County WIC Proje&ct

Father Involvementnitiative: Dedicated Dads

DEDICATED DADS

Goal: Improve the health of low income infants and children participating in the
Kenosha WIC Program through the support and engagement of fathers.



RKCAAKenosha

Additional grants &
initiatives supporting
WIC families and the
Kenosha community.

Additional WIC
funded
programs




Why
fatherhood?

Dr. Michael Lu:
Where is the F In
MCH?

Benefits of father
Involvement

HERE IS THE F IN MCH? FATHER INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICAN AMERICAN FAMILIES

Lu, MDD, MPH; Lorerea Jon
Kynna Wright, PhD, MPH; Maic
Molly Maidenbe
Craig Garfield, MD, MAPP; Diane L. Rowley, MD, MPH
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THE FATHER ABSENCE
CRISIS IN AMERICA

There is a crisis in America. Accordiing o the LS. Conses Bureas, 24 million children in
Amorica—ane out of three—ihve without thedr biodogical tather i the homo.
Consequently, there is & “Tuther factor™ in nearly all of the societal llls facing America
today. Research shows when a child is raised in a fatber-absent home, be or she is

affoctod in the following ways...
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Fatherhood
Data




THE LIFECOURSE INITIATIVE
FOR HEALTHY FAMILIES (LIHF)

Addressing Infant Mortality Among
Wisconsin’s African American Communities

/,’0 \ Wisconsin
Kz‘ Partnershlp Program

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
\\ SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND Pulmm

&U'

Kenosha Lifecourse
Initiative for Health
Families

Wisconsin Partnership
Planning & Program
Development grant
recipient

1. Tracking father
involvement

2. Needs
Assessment/focus
groups

3. FIl opportunities at

WIC clinic

Research models

Mapping project

Determine model

for Kenosha WIC

office.

SO



Tracking Father Involvement at WIC: Time Period: 7/1/13 1 12/31/13
Number of visits = 1,386  Unduplicated: 993

Name: Week ending:

Father Involvement tracking Reason for Visit

Drate of visit FID Pick up and | WIC appt | WIC appt
Contact {Preg} (Infart/Child) | i




WIC Father Contact

Overview:993 fathers

visited the office 1,386
times (on average 1.4
VISItS)

Reason for WIC office
Visit

A37% Appointment for
Infant or child

A27% Check piekp and
Nutrition Session

A21% Check piekp only
A7% waited in waiting
room

A6% WIC pregnancy apt




Focus Groups
David J. Pate, Jr.

Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

David J. Pate, Jr. is an Associate Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee,
Helen Bader School of Social Welfare. His fields of special interest are welfare reform
policy; child support enforcement policy; fatherhood; domestic violence; and the
intersection of race, gender, and poverty.

3. Provide educational materials and services to fathers

Many focus group participants wanted to learn more about infant needs, childrearing, child
development, and father roles - " wanna find out what | can do to become a good father" and "...| never
had a father in my life at all. | never met him, never seen him. But, | want to be different with my kids. |
want to be there for them. I want to be connected more. 1 don't want to be apart." While the needs
assessment survey suggested that WIC fathers take on many roles and responsibilities in their families
focus group participants expressed interest in receiving information to take on more parental roles in
their families. Creating YouTube videos for changing diapers and materials on what to read to your
children were some examples,




Do you have any of the following needs at this time?
(Check all that apply)



Based on needs assessment findings and literature
reviews, the team developed a twmronged approach for
engaging fathers at the RKCAA.

Increased Father Father Specific Education
Involvement at WIC & Support
Appointments &

« Provide * Increase funding for father

Activities : specific programming and
connections y
» Encourage father/male role — SRS
model attendance at WIC i » Implement the Nurturing

appointments & activities . Father's Program at the RKCAA
community

» Develop positive relationships » Provide wraparound services

with fathers at WIC appoinments to fathers involved in RKCAA
programming




Fatherspecific funding needed
AUnited Way grant (July: 10 hours a wee

AWisconsin DHS: Minority Health grant

Alntegrate position to include some WIC responsibilities
FT position 10/201&Father Involvement Specialist

Baby steps to implementation

AWPP grant ends 12/2014

ASharmain participates in November event
ASharmain volunteers, trained as a facilitator



Fatherspecific programming
Year One: Hire Father Involvement Specialist




A Father as an Employee at WIC



